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STATEMENT:

Growing up in Pakistan, I witnessed how traditions like dowry preparation shaped a 
woman’s future. Over time, I realized that my dowry was never just a collection of 
household items, but a template for womanhood.
These items were not merely possessions; together, they mapped a life before it was lived, 
rehearsing roles passed down across generations. This universe of objects shaped my 
understanding of what is expected of a woman within our society, defining what is 
considered normal, what matters, and which roles are deemed appropriate. In doing so, 
they subtly formed my sense of identity. This body of work approaches the dowry as a 
cultural framework rather than a set of domestic objects. Removed from their intended 
function, the works reveal the quiet force they hold. Each item becomes a carrier of 
gendered expectation, reinforcing prescribed roles within the private sphere. By drawing 
attention to the silent authority these objects possess, I question the forms of womanhood 
they sustain. Through my work, I peel back these layers to explore why women are 
positioned in Pakistani society as they are, and how such traditions continue to shape and 
define our lives.
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